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Message From the Chairman 
Greetings from the Buffalo Lake 
Management Team for 1999. This year 
promises to be better year for Buffalo 
Lake, 1998 saw interrupted pumping 
due to various reasons. Limited run off 
in the spring meant that the pumping 
struggled to maintain the lake level. 
Over the course of the winter the pumps 
and motors were removed for inspection 
and any repairs that were needed such 
that the system would be ready for a 
May 1, 1999 pumping start, weather 
permitting. 
Our operating budget problems were 
addressed thanks to our Premier, who 
has assured us that the funds will be in 
place. The Premier further expressed 
his support in the completion of the 
project and seeing Buffalo Lake reach 
its stabilized zone goal. 
A good portion of the Tail Creek outlet 
and structure have been completed on 
schedule. We are dealing with ongoing 
mitigation issues and they are being 
resolved. 
Much progress has been made in the 
Rockeling/Rider project and we feel 
confident that 1999 will see it on stream. 
Last year saw a large increase in activity 
around Buffalo Lake and surrounding 
towns and communities. It is evident 
that the project is beginning to bear fruit. 
It was reported that people were once 
again catching fish last summer and we 
understand that ice fishing last winter 
was greatly improved. Hopefully this is a 
sign that our fishing population is 
growing again. Buffalo Lake lost a dear 
friend and strong supporter of the Lake 
stabilization project in the name of Tom 
Rider. Tom was one of the oldest 
residents on the Lake and I personally 
will miss him and his stories of the Lake. 
The B.L.M.T. extends our sympathy to 
the family. 
Enjoy your Lake this summer!! 
Best regards, 
Angus Braseth, Chairman 
Buffalo Lake Management Team 
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Agriculture Subcommittee Update 
Agriculture is recycling 
Wetlands are a valuable multi-use 
resource, in which agriculture can play 
an important role. Wetlands are often 
described as lowland, wet areas where 
the water is retained for purposes of 
groundwater recharge, water cleansing, 
and wildlife habitat retention. 
For agriculture, our native lowland 
meadows, composed mainly of a mixture 
of sedges, grasses, rushes, and other 
forbes, are a valuable source of 
livestock feed. The Spotted Lake 
meadows at Mirror, have been 
consistently hayed for over one hundred 
years, and are still producing three to 
four ton of forage per acre per year. 
This has been done without the addition 
of fertilizer, simply by recycling the 
nutrients out of their soil and water 
environment. 
The recycling is accomplished by back 
flood irrigation. In early spring water is 
allowed to flood the wetland area. In 
late spring the water is drawn down to 
where it only covers a portion of the 
wetland. The remainder is allowed to 
dry down for hay production. The hay is 
harvested in early July, and in some 
years a second cut can be taken in late 
August. 
In a proposal such as this agriculture is 
not the only one that benefits. 
Permanent or long term water is 
maintained for wildlife habitat protection, 
fish like to spawn on the areas that have 
been hayed, water can be purified 
before being recharged into the ground 
or passed on into Buffalo Lake, and the 
hydro logic cycle continues 
We rely on groundwater recharge to 
provide us with well water for domestic 
and livestock use. Wetlands have the 
ability to take pollutants out of the water 
before allowing the water to recharge 
into the soil. This is done by the native 
wetland plants, such as rushes, cattails, 
sedges, and grasses. Wetlands are an 
important part of the hydro logic cycle. 
Water evaporates from the wetlands, 
forms clouds, and returns to us as rain 
for our crops 
In a well planned wetland, agriculture 
plays an important role in recycling the 
nutrients, and is a valuable partner in 
wetland protection. 
Agriculture is part of the multi-use 
concept of the Buffalo Lake project. This 
summer take the opportunity to see how 
productive the hay flats of Alix-Mirror 
and Spotted Lake really are. A visit to 
these back flood irrigation areas in July 
will show large areas of native hay being 
cut and baled to feed the cattle of the 
area. These flats have fed many cattle 
for the past 100 years, and possibly 
buffalo for centuries before that. By 
working together agriculture, wildlife and 
recreation can all benefit. 
Neil Miller, 
Subcommittee Chairman 
Mitigation Measures Update 
The majority of the mitigation items that were identified by the Buffalo Lake Management 
Team have been addressed. Several items that are currently being addressed are the 
construction of a berm in the bay of the S.V. of Rochon Sands to protect low lying 
properties, continuation of a study for pike spawning and habitat in the Lake, Rockeling -
Rider basin issues and continuation of water quality measurements. 
Buffalo Lake Management Teams Structural Changes 
The Buffalo Lake Management Team was formed in 1991. The first Buffalo Lake 
Management Team meeting was held in August of 1991. Since that time we have had 
only two personnel changes. The first member to leave the team was Ms. Linda Walton 
from Lacombe. Linda had moved out of the area and felt that her continued involvement 
with the Team would be very limited. 
Our second member, Mr. Ray Kerber, who held the position of secretary for the Team 
has retired from his duties with Alberta Environmental Protection in Red Deer. 
We wish both the very best in their new endeavours. 
Ms. Fem Decaire, our Team member from Mirror, has agreed to undertake secretarial 
duties for the B.LM.T. Our new address for the B.L.M.T. will be: 
Fern can be contacted via telephone at 403 - 788-2451 
Fax number and "E" mail address will be available later this year. 
We encourage you to contact any members of the Buffalo Lake Management Team. 
They will be pleased to discuss your questions or concerns. 
Buffalo Lake Management Team 
P.O. Box 268 
Mirror. Alberta 
TOB 3C0 
Angus Braseth 372-3662 
Neil Miller 782-3301 
Francis Sargent 788-3785/788-3087 
Adrian van Nieuwkerke 742-1533 
Karl Grollmuss 742-1801 /275-7762 
Fern Decaire 
John Lund 
Roy Willard 
Kim Sen mitt 
788-2451 
747-2438 
372-2115 
342-1314 
Pumping & Operational Concerns 
Since 1994, the B.L.M.T. has identified 
the need to have operational funds in 
place to ensure the continued pumping 
of water into Buffalo Lake following the 
completion of the physical construction 
component. While this matter was 
discussed several times at B.L.M.T. 
meetings and the concerns passed 
along to Alberta Environmental 
Protection, the department has never 
resolved the issue to our satisfaction. 
Now that the project is nearing 
construction completion, a budget for the 
1999 pumping season had not been put 
into place by January 1999. To date 
funds have been used from the capital 
component for pumping, which allowed 
for additional testing and commissioning 
of the pumps. 
To ensure that the pumps would be 
operating for the 1999 season, Mr. 
Angus Braseth, Chairman of the 
B.L.M.T. team, drafted a letter to 
Premier Ralph Kiein soliciting his help on 
solving operational funding dilemma. 
Premier Ralph responded in a letter of 
December 3, 1998, by assuring the 
Team that operational funding would be 
available for the 1999 season along with 
monies to continue with construction of 
the Tail Creek Outlet facility. 
It is the Team's belief that without the 
support of the Premier, this project could 
not have operated this year along with 
curtailment of the Tail Creek 
construction. 
The Buffalo Lake Management Team 
members would hereby like to publically 
"thank" the Premier for his 
encouragement and support. 
The B.L.M.T. is and will continue to work 
with various Government Departments 
to ensure that operational funding is in 
place for the following years. Your 
continued support with the stabilization 
of Buffalo Lake is vitally important in 
seeing this project fully completed. 
Lake Levels 
May 25, 1999 780.60 metres 
F.S.L. required 780.85 metres 
Water Quality Analysis 
Water quality and ground water monitoring is scheduled to continue for the 1999 
season. The piezometers in Pelican Point and in Rochon Sands were checked five 
times in 1998 for the April to September time frame. The evaluations are for the 
following: 
• Nutrients; includes phosphorus, ammonia and nitrates 
• Bacteria; includes fecal colifomn, heterotropic plate count 
• Routine; which includes major ions, pH, total dissolved solids and electrical 
conductivity. 
A detailed list of the analysis will be given in the next B.L.M.T. newsletter. 
